maining third it begins in the thigh or leg. The pain tends to occur in attacks, to be relieved by rest in bed and is exacerbated by coughing, sneezing and straining. We must not foget that sciatica may be the result of advanced malignant disease in the pelvis or elsewhere, but it is not with such symptomatic sciatica that I am here concerned, but with the commoner idiopathiC variety, so called because of the absence of any obvious cause but as to which in the past there has been much speculation.
-Mankind has suffered from the affliction for a long time. The word sciatica is derived from the Latin, 'Sciaticus,' a corruption of the Greek word for the hip which was at one time thought to be the origin of the condition so that seventeenth-century writers called it hip gout. Shakespeare was aware of the association with the hip, for a gentleman in 'Measure for Measure' (Act I,. Sc Neapolitan physician, Domenico Cotunio, who in 1764 described it as ischias nervosa postica. In more recent times it was thought that the sciatic nerve itself was inflamed, but although the nerve used often to be explored, it was not seen to be so inflamed, and in 1927 Viedhoff noted that anaesthetic blocking of the nerve failed to relieve the pain but that sacral anaesthesia did, indicating that the lesion was 'high up. In addition to the hip joint, the sacro-iliac, the lumbo-sacral and the intervertebral articular joints have been held responsible, the pyriformis muscle (Yeoman, 1928) and bands of fascia at the exit of the nerve from the pelvis (Rendle Short, 1936) 
